
April 16, 2015 

 

 

 

Senator Edgecomb, Representative Hickman and members of the Agriculture, 

Conservation and Forestry Committee: 

 

My name is Jon Olson.  I am the Executive Secretary of Maine Farm Bureau, the state’s 

largest general farm organization. 

 

Maine Farm Bureau Opposes LD 1105 – An Act To Protect Populations of Bees and 

Other Pollinators. 

 

This bill will make prohibit labeling or advertising an annual plant, bedding plant or other 

plant, plant material or nursery stock as beneficial to pollinators if the plant has been 

treated with an insecticide absorbed by a plant lethal to pollinators. Our opposition to this 

is based on two reasons. 

 

The first is that many retailers that purchase these plants from out-of-state wholesalers 

simply may not know if these plants have been treated or not.  If they don’t know what is 

to be the policy – can they advertise or label these plants beneficial to pollinators?  And 

will these retailers be liable to a penalty if they don’t know?   

 

As many of you may recall in the GMO labeling legislation pass by the 125th Legislature, 

a retailer does not have to post signage that the food products contain GMO ingredients if 

the retailer does not know if they do or not. 

 

The second reason is will the large box stores in Maine comply with the law or will they 

simply ignore it, especially if Maine is the only state that requires this prohibition?  

Several years ago, Maine passed legislation exempting bedding used in the equine 

industry from the state sales tax.  And yet an out-of-state agricultural supply store chain 

continues to charge the sales tax.  Their corporate office has interpreted the Maine law 

stating that the state sales tax is required, despite reassurance from the Mane Revenue 

Services this is a sales tax item.  This supply store chain continues to ignore the Maine 

law. 

We are concerned the large box stores will ignore this law, making it unfair competition 

with the Maine-based retailer who does. 

 

There are too many complications with the proposed bill.  We urge its defeat. 

 

Thank you for your attention to the above.  I’ll be happy to answer any questions you 

may have.   

 


