
April 16, 2015 

 

 

 

Senator Edgecomb, Representative Hickman and members of the Agriculture, 

Conservation and Forestry Committee: 

 

My name is Jon Olson.  I am the Executive Secretary of Maine Farm Bureau, the state’s 

largest general farm organization. 

 

Maine Farm Bureau opposes LD 1106 – An Act To Compensate Beekeepers for Hive 

Loses. 

 

While the merit of the bill to compensate honeybee death from the application of 

pesticides may have merit, we don’t see how anyone can prove if the honeybee death has 

resulted from pesticides, how can this be proven where the particular pesticide causing 

the death came from?   

 

As you know honeybees, bees fly several miles for pollination.  If they are affected by 

pesticide contamination, how can you know where the contamination comes from?  You 

could make the conclusion that it came, perhaps, from a farmer spraying near by, but it 

could also have come from a neighbor using pesticides to control insects in the garden or 

on the lawn, or it could have come from the beehive owner using pesticides trying to 

control mites in the beehive. 

 

I would imagine that if there is a claim for hive loss, someone would have to find the 

particular pesticide that killed the honeybees or the honeybee colony.  There is no 

mention in this bill who will do an analyst of the particular pesticide that caused the 

damage and who will pay for this. 

 

I’m proud that our farmers use BMPs for pesticide spraying that includes no spraying 

during the pollination of the flowing buds of the crops they are growing.  This has been a 

good practice.  In fact I know of no honeybee or honeybee colony loss caused by Maine 

farmers.  Before this bill goes forward, it needs to be documented that there is a problem 

of honeybee or honeybee loss do to pesticide spraying in Maine done by our farmers.   

 

There are too many complications with the proposed bill.  We urge its defeat. 

 

Thank you for your attention to the above.  I’ll be happy to answer any questions you 

may have. 


