
March 31, 2015 

 

Senator Edgecomb, Representative Hickman and members of the Agriculture, 

Conservation and Forestry Committee: 

 

My name is Jon Olson.  I am the Executive Secretary of Maine Farm Bureau, the state’s 

largest general farm organization. 

 

Maine Farm Bureau favors LD 207 – An Act To Amend the Maine Commercial Fertilizer 

Law and the Maine Agricultural Liming Materials Act. 

 

We support this bill because of the needed changes to the current program:   

 

 The fee of $1 per ton on commercial fertilizers and agricultural liming materials 

needs to be eliminated or changed in such a way so that large potato farmers are 

not burdened with paying for most of the inspection program.  This is totally 

unfair to them.  There may be other ways to fund the inspection program such as 

an annual appropriation from the general fund or to increase the $100 fee for each 

product registered that includes the many homeowner fertilizer products. 

 

 The turn-around time between the time of the submission of the testing and the 

results must be reduced.  Perhaps the testing laboratories could be changed to 

ensure quicker results.   

 

 There doesn’t seem to be any enforce mechanism for companies that fail the 

testing results.  There needs to be better enforcement. 

 

 There doesn’t seem a suitable restitution process of reimbursing farmers 

purchasing fertilizers that do not meet the label specifications and loss of 

production for using fertilizers not meeting the label specifications. 

 

We have listed these items for discussion at a work session on this bill.  There may be 

others as well.  It is important that the inspection of fertilizers continue to be a viable 

program for all farmers no matter what they grow and how they grow it.  

   

Thank you for your attention to the above.  I’ll be happy to answer any questions you 

may have. 


